Green Valley Creek Roads Implementation Project

Project Description:

Roads have been identified as the most common and important human-caused sources of sediment in many northern
California coastal watersheds, and are often the most easily and cost-effectively treated sediment source. The Rus-
sian River Council Restoration Plan, the Russian River Watershed Adaptive Management Plan and the Green Valley
Creek Watershed Assessment and Erosion Prevention Planning Project (Pacific Watershed Associates, 2008) all
identify rural roads as the primary source of sediment entering Green Valley Creek and its tributaries. It is imperative
that we take action immediately to reduce long term sediment delivery to Green Valley Creek while it remains viable
coho salmon habitat.

The proposed project is the implementation phase of road assessment conducted in 2008, also funded by Fish &
Game. In the initial assessment grant, Pacific Watershed Associates (PWA) inventoried 35 miles of rural road on pri-
vate property along Green Valley and Purrington Creeks, tributary to the Russian River. Erosion sites were priori-
tized by potential sediment contribution. The proposed project will implement treatments for 32 priority road ero-
sion sites on 5 properties as documented in the PWA Report, Green Valley Creek Watershed Assessment, PWA Report No.
08073301, March 2008. According to the PWA report, estimated sediment savings from proposed work on the 32 prior-
ity treatment sites and hydrologically connected road, ditch and cutbank surfaces is approximately 4,845 cubic
yards.

Project Objectives:
e Upgrade or decommission problem roads which contribute sediment to streams inhabited by coho salmon.
e Reduce risk of road failure by upgrading stream crossings to recommended sizes.

Project Budget: $150,714 California Department of Fish and Game
Project Timeline: July 2010 through March 2012

Project Manager:

Noelle Johnson, Conservation Planner
Gold Ridge Resource Conservation District
P.O. Box 1064

Occidental, CA 95465

(707)874-2907

Noelle@goldridgercd.org

@ Gold Ridge Resource Conservation District
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